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Petrona Liliana Alvarez, widow of the former head of the Honduran armed forces, Gen. Gustavo
Alvarez Martinez, has admitted that her husband was involved in the kidnapping and killing
of political opponents in the early 1980s, although she insists it was only in the line of duty. Her
admission comes in the light of renewed investigations into human rights abuses by the military
during that period. Other former government officials have also been named in connection with
those abuses, including former president Roberto Suazo Cordova (1982-1985). In December 1993,
a detailed report by the governmental human rights commission, entitled "The Facts Speak for
Themselves," implicated military officers and civilian officials in 184 forced disappearances in the
1980s (see NotiSur, 01/07/94).
The report was a landmark in Honduran human rights efforts since it was the first direct admission
ever made by the Honduran government of official involvement in political disappearances and
human rights abuses that were rampant in the 1980s. However, this past December, the head of the
commission, Leo Valladares, charged that a year has passed and those officials implicated in the
report have still not been brought to justice and continue to enjoy impunity. Valladares restated his
case Dec. 30, insisting that the government investigate members of the military intelligence (G-2)
and the infamous Battalion 3-16, which carried out kidnappings, torture, and disappearances of
Hondurans and foreigners opposed to government policies.
Valladares also demanded the investigation of judicial officials who refused to honor habeas corpus
writs from the families of the disappeared. The majority of the 184 disappearances outlined in
the human rights commission's report were committed between 1982- 1984, while Gen. Alvarez
Martinez was in charge of the armed forces. Alvarez was the chief architect of the Honduran
National Security Doctrine and, with extensive help from the US and Argentina, developed one of
the most repressive security forces in the region. Of the total disappearances outlined in the report,
22 also took place between 1984-1986, during the command of Gen. Walter Lopez Reyes, who is a
vice president in the present government of President Carlos Roberto Reina. Lopez ousted Alvarez
Martinez in March 1984, accusing him of creating terror and confusion in the country.
After several years in exile, Gen. Alvarez Martinez returned to Honduras and was assassinated
six years ago, reportedly by a leftist guerrilla group. This past Dec. 26, Alvarez Martinez's widow
acknowledged during a radio interview that her husband was involved in the disappearances in
the early 1980s, as a matter of course. "He was the commander in chief of the armed forces and
the country was in danger of being taken over by terrorists," said Liliana Alvarez. "He had to take
measures to safeguard Honduran democracy." She also indicated, however, that he was not the
only person involved. "There were several people who took part in that business," she said, adding
that there were people above Alvarez Martinez who obviously knew what he was doing, including
former president Suazo Cordova and the members of the military's joint chiefs. The investigation
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into the disappearances was recently reopened after the exhumation of the body of Nelson McKay,
a lawyer who disappeared in 1982. Among the witnesses who came forward to testify in this case
was retired Col. Leonidas Torres Arias, who fled the country in 1982 and later made a statement in
Mexico publicly denouncing the army-organized death squads.
Although he has said that these death squads killed McKay, Torres Arias insists that Gen. Alvarez
Martinez bears the sole responsibility. According to Radio America in Honduras, human rights
organizations in both Honduras and the US, as well as the Honduran armed forces, have been
searching for Torres Arias, the former to confirm his charges and the latter to get him to retract
them. Torres Arias returned unexpectedly to Honduras in mid-December, announcing that he was
prepared to testify before the Honduran courts. Many observers say that the army is pulling out all
stops to protect its historic impunity and to keep from being made accountable for past activities.
The chief of the Honduran armed forces, Gen. Luis Alonso Discua, who was also named in the
human rights commission's report, charged recently that there is a "campaign of misinformation"
being waged by groups who want to provoke the armed forces. Discua insisted, however, that
the army will not be provoked. "We will never allow chaos or the disturbance of constitutional
order," he said. (Sources: Agence France-Presse, 12/06/94, 12/14/94, 12/15/94, 12/20/94; United Press
International, 12/26/94; Agence France-Presse, 12/10/94, 12/11/94, 12/30/94; Notimex, 01/06/95; Inter
Press Service, 12/10/94, 12/27/94, 01/04/95, 01/07/95)
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